Interview

DAVID MANNING
Dismay is not enough

Angela Hawke on one man who decided to take action
for the children of southern Sudan.

Earlier this year, a BBC television crew
travelled to Ayod in southern Sudan. The
pictures they sent back shocked the whole
country. Famine and disease were wiping
out whole families. Hundreds of children
were dying.

In Southport David Manning watched
the news with his wife Eileen and 20-month-
old daughter Ashling. Like many
other viewers, he was dismayed to
see the footage of a dying child — a
little girl about the same age as
Ashling. David decided that dismay
was not enough. What was needed
was action.

“When [ saw thatlittle girl wasted
away, too weak to cry, struggling to
stand on her feet, I was shocked and
appalled. T felt that if I could do
anything at all to help alleviate the
suffering of these children then 1
would.”

David, an unemployed commer-
cial pilot, picked up the telephone
and began calling his contacts in the
airline business. His wildly ambitious
plan was to fill an Antonov 124 aero-
plane, thelargest cargo plane on earth,
with supplies. He soon negotiated the
use of the aeroplane at a rock bottom
price, but still needed to ensure that the
supplies would be useful and would be
distributed to children in need.

A telephone call to Philip O’Brien,
UNICEF Coordinator of Operation Lifeline
Sudan (OLS) helped. As well as assuring
David that his plan was not totally insane,
Philip agreed that David should appeal for
funds rather than goods, so that UNICEF
could buy the supplies needed by OLS at the
right price. UNICEF would organise the
distribution.

Another important call was to the UK
Committee for UNICEF. The Committee
launched a direct mail appeal and helped
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David in his never ending battle to interest
the press.

David had messages of support from
HRH the Prince of Wales, Prime Minister
John Major, Sir David Steele and from the
President of the Irish Republic Mary
Robinson.

Around £70,000 came in as a result of
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Dav?zj and th Antonov 124, the biggest cargo
plane on earth.

biscuits, worth £150,000. Some were loaded
on to the Antonov, the rest were shipped out
by sea.

On August 3rd, the Antonov, filled with
109 metric tonnes of biscuits, blankets, health
kits and prefabricated storage buildings,
took off from Stansted airport.

David, who had hoped that the appeal
would get Sudan into the newspapers and
on to the television screens, was delighted
to be joined by ten journalists, including
BBC television and radio, ITN, the Daily
Mirror and Today newspapers, Focus
magazine from Germany and a leading
freelance photographer.

On arrival in Nairobi, the supplies were
loaded on to trucks and rushed through
customs injustfourdays— arecord breaking

time — before setting out by road for
Lokichokio in northern Kenya, the
Operation Lifeline Sudan relief base.
From there, it would take UNICEF
two to three months to distribute the
mass of supplies.

In the meantime, David and the
journalists flew to Lokichokio, spend-
ing the next few days flying into
Sudan, visiting both government and
rebel-held areas.

David Manning knew nothing
about fundraising or charity work
before he sat down to watch the news
that night. From that moment he had
to learn as he went along.

5 Now that he understands the
= fundraising world he hopes to organ-
§ ise similar ventures in the future.
David has had offers of help from
all over the world and from many

the UK Committee’s direct mail appeal.
Media appeals for donations in newspapers
and on radio generated £32,000. In total, the
Aeroplane for Sudan appeal has raised over
£124,000 so far.

The Government stepped in to help by
donating 200 metric tonnes of high energy

Donations
should be sent to:

Sudan Appeal — UNICEF

FREEPOST
Chelmsford
CM2 8BR

organisations. In the meantime, his
campaign has highlighted the needs of
childreninsouthern Sudan. As Robert Smith,
Executive Director of the UK Committee
for UNICEF said:

“What David has done for the children
of southern Sudan cannot simply be
measured in kilos and tonnes. He found a
way to put Sudan back in the spotlight when
it was in danger of being completely
forgotten. I thank him, on behalf of UNICEF
staff here and in southern Sudan, and on
behalf of the children.”

See pages 14 and 15 for more news on
Operation Lifeline Sudan.
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Thank v~u for your letter of 20 August following the recent airlift
organised by Mr. David Manning into Southern Sudan. 1 fully share your

admiration tor Mr, Manning’s initiative.

Mr. Manning’s letter cloquently described the misery which the South
Sudanese population has been enduring over the past few years. We have
played our part in helping relieve the suffering. We have provided about
25 million in bilateral humanitarian aid to the South since the launch of {th
UN'’s Operation Lileline Sudan in 1989. Since the start of the present food ;
crisis in November 1990, we have committed over £73 million of emcrgcncyr;
assistance Lo Sudan as a whole, both bilaterally and through the EC’s i:;
emergency aid programmes. This includes a further £3.5 million we plcdgeﬁ‘: in

i

August, following the recent outbreak of fighting in Equatoria. 3

*

Mr. Manning points out, however, that the problem is just as much
#nsurir ~ that help reaches those who need it, unmolested by the warring
“ factions. We have consistently stressed this point (o the various parties, ot
nationaii» and together with other EC governmcents. We were active in gettiig
the UN us on this question. Foliowing our lobbying, the UN
Secretary-General recently appointed a senior humanitarian coordinator for r

Sudan, Mr. Vieri Traxler, who has been pressing the parties on this point.
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Mr. Manning suggested that the UN should establish safe havens. THis

would require the approval of the UN Security Council. We have not rulex
option out. But the political circumstances must be right if we are o have |
realistic prospect of getting agreement.

counter-productive and set back stll further the prospect of an evenmual p:a

settlement in the South.

/

George Robertson, Esq., M.P.
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THE Merseyside
Enlot behind a
£400,000 emergency
airlift to Sudan is
“hoping to enlist the
help of Paul McCart-
ney for a Sudan Live
Aid concert.
Southport father
Dave Manning, 34, is
just weeks away from a
mercy mission inspired
by his-22-month-old
daughter, Ashling.

Escorted

The unemﬁ[nyed pilot
from Southport was
prompted by Hews pic-
tures of a starving
Sudanese baby — the
same age as Ashlin,
to launch the aid flight
planned for August 3.

He has already col-

McCartney help
for pilof’s Live Aid plon

Dave Manning
-..concert vision

Ma““""ﬁ- who has en-
listed the help of the
Russian owners of the
world’s largest trans-
port plane and Unicef,
will be escorted to the
areas of most need.

On his return
tembler,
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similar to Live Aid,

Mr Manning said: “I
would  like to see it
staged in London, New
York, Moscow and
Sydney a massive
world effort to save the
800,000 peaple on the
brink of death and the
3.5 million who are not
far behind. ave
already written to Paul
and Linda McCartney
and Mick Hucknall and

am mow awaiting a

reply.”
Written

Dave expects to be
away from Ashling and
his wife Eileen, a doc-
tor at the Royal
Liverpool University
HosLmal. for up to six
weeks.

He said: “T will miss
them terribly but these

A failed initiative there would be
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~Sudan mercy man

plans concert to

help the hungry

UNEMPLOYED pilot David
Manning, who organised a
huge airlift of food to the
famine-devastated Sudan,
opes to hold a Live

sell his prized four-tonne
Sculpture Eternal Struggle,
created for the Festival of
London at Alexandra Palace,
10 help fund the administra-
tion costs of the proposed
event. ) %

Mr Manning, who lives i
Southport, set up an_ airli
to Sudan last year, using
world's largest cargo plane.

1) tonnes q!
the country's

“from the
world's music industry for
the day-long event which
would be televised world-
wide, 1 intend to co-ordinate
the bulk of the organisation

e

from my front room with

O David Manning -
new charity drive

proceeds from the sale of the
sculpture being used to func
Such casts a5 telephone call
and fax transmissions.

“T need major sponsors t
start the ball rolling with in
fluential stars from the poj
world who would be pre
Fﬂr!d to perform without
ee.”

Mr Manning, who is mar
ried and has a young daugh
ter, has codenamed his lates
venture African Child.
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ﬁéyai Hibhhéséyé befébnal congratulations and his ver§ best

wishes for the future.
Ja,sd Wj
Cﬁﬁ{\}\xj

Flp' Stephen Lamport
(Dictated by Stephen Lamport
and signed in his absence)

D. Manning, Esq.
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